up depending on the room size, bot-
tle capacity, and construction mate-
rials, according to Don Silich, presi-
dent of Constant Custom Homes
Inc. in Long Grove.

Do-it-yourself units like Mr.
Anneken’s cost less. A 900-bottle
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the wine is well integrated into her
kitchen, not just sitting on a vacant
countertop.

“We wanted to have easy access
and didn’t want it to look like it was
added on haphazardly,” she says.

Demand for home wine storage
has increased for several reasons: the
glut of good-quality, affordable
wines, both domestic and foreign,
and the heightened awareness of
wine’s health benefits. Wine collec-
tors and wine clubs where members
buy by the case are also driving the
need for storage.

An array of manufacturers make
portable units designed with a furni-
ture-like look to blend into different
rooms of the home.

These  temperature-controlled
wine cabinets with insulated racks
come as credenzas and armoires, and
in some cases, include humidors.
Glass doors allow for viewing and
pieces can range from $1,000 to
$6,000.

Although not decorative, so-called
wine “chillers” are also popular.

227-unit condominium buildi
Homeowners can purchase space
100-bottle increments.

However, buildings offering wi
cellars are still a rarity. Mr. Bjorns
has been called on by high-r
homeowners for conversions
walk-in closets into wine cellars.

Once the wine is safely stow:
keeping track of it can be the n
challenge, but there are many ways
keep pertinent information for ez
bottle. Wine tags can hang off bott
or card holders can be attached
bins. For extensive collections, thi
are wine logs, which are books givi
the location of the wine in the cel
and what it is. Computer softw:
programs can also catalog wines.

Mr. Bjornson notes that if you g
your wine a good home, you
someone close to you will be rewas
ed later.

“T've had a lot of people tell 1
that ‘This is a great wine, and tt
want to give it to their friends in
years when it won’t be available,”
says.
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